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The  
Derrick Murdoch  

Award 

Known as the Chairmanôs Award when 
first presented in 1984, it was later 

renamed in honour of its first recipient, 
Derrick Murdoch.  



Sylvia McConnell is the former 
owner and publisher of Napoleon 
& Company, a Canadian trade 
publishing house in Toronto, 
Canada. In 2011, after twenty -
two years of producing great 
Canadian fiction, Napoleon and 
Company, which included the 
imprint Rendezvous Crime, was 
sold to Dundurn  Press. Since 
selling her company, Sylvia 
McConnell has been working as a 
freelance book editor, as well as 
an acquisitions editor.  Sylvia McConnell 



Best 
Unpublished 
First Crime 

Novel 

Sponsored by  

Unhanged Arthur  



Ryan Aldred 
Rum Luck  
 
Ben Cooper awoke in a Costa Rican prison 
cell to find that he had bought a bar on a 
beach ï and was arrested on suspicion of 
murder. óRum Luckô is the first book in the 
Bar on a Beach series. 



When not writing, Ryan Aldred 
runs a small Canadian charity that 
supports education in 
Afghanistan, Tanzania, Uganda, 
and other at-risk regions. He 
previously worked as a defense 
analyst and continues to serve as a 
Sergeant in the Canadian Forces 
Reserve. Ryan and his family live 
in beautiful Prince Edward 
County, Canada. Heôs never met a 
beach he doesnôt like. 

Ryan Aldred 



Dave Butler  
Full Curl  
 
When Banff National Park Warden Jenny 
discovers a dead bull elk, its antlers 
brutally removed, she begins a hunt for the 
killer that leads her to British Columbia 
and Washington State. Story lines of 
wildlife poaching and international drug 
smuggling intersect. In the end, Wilson is 
forced to contemplate the true meaning of 
justice. 



Dave Butler is a writer and 
photographer, as well as a 
professional forester and biologist, 
who lives, works and plays in the 
sunny valleys and mountains 
around Cranbrook, British 
Columbia. Daveôs work has been 
published in magazines such as 
Explore , Canadian 
Geographic , BC Outdoors and 
British Columbia , and he has 
won numerous awards from the 
Outdoor Writers of Canada. 

Dave Butler 



Dwayne Clayden 
Crisis Point  
 
When Calgary Police Constable Brad 
Coulterôs partner is killed following an 
armed robbery, he wants only one thing, to 
improve out -of-date police tactics. Itôs 1976 
and the old boysô network doesnôt share his 
vision. Under the often confrontational 
guidance of a veteran officer, Jerry Briscoe, 
Coulter wins a coveted position on the 
cityôs newly formed Tactical Support Unit. 



Dwayne Clayden is a Paramedic 
with over 35 years in Emergency 
Services. A former police officer, 
Tactical Paramedic, and EMS 
Chief, he is an international 
speaker at EMS conferences and 
has published four textbooks for 
paramedics. He is a popular 
speaker at Calgary crime-writing 
events.  

Dwayne Clayden 



Bill Prentice 
Afghan Redemption  
 
With the global medical marijuana industry 
booming, Colin McKenna invests millions 
to build a state-of-the-art facility in 
Afghanistan. Then everything goes 
sideways. A horrendous attack on an 
ancient mosque. A 10-year old boy 
unearths and steals a long-lost religious 
object. McKenna, the boy and the artefact 
are hunted across Europe to Canada for a 
final, murderous showdown.  



A former advertising and 
marketing copywriter, speech 
writer for political and corporate 
leaders, and journalist for national 
publications, Bill has been writing 
for nearly four decades, mostly as 
a full -time freelancer. Early in his 
career, he wrote and sold two 
television scripts ï a 30-minute 
drama and a two-hour 
action/adventure movie.  

Bill Prentice  



Elle Wild  
Strange Things Done  
 
As winter closes in and the roads snow over 
in Dawson City, newly arrived journalist Jo 
Silver investigates the dubious suicide of a 
local politician, and discovers that not 
everything in the sleepy gold town is what 
it seems. Strange Things Done is a 
Klondike Noir that explores the old Yukon 
adage: ñYou con, I con, we all con.ò 



Elle Wild is a Canadian novelist 
and an award-winning filmmaker. 
She is currently living abroad, in 
an Edward Gorey-esque cottage in 
the English countryside. Wild 
wrote her debut novel, Strange 
Things Done, as part of a Masters 
program in Creative Writing at 
University of British Columbia. 
She work-shopped the story with 
Crime Writers of Canada in their 
Mentorship Program in 2014.  Elle Wild  



Best Crime 
Short Story 
Category 



Margaret Atwood 
Stone Mattress  
McClelland & Stewart 
 
A long-ago crime is avenged in the 
Arctic via a 1.9 billion-year-old 
stromatolite .   



Margaret Atwood is a Canadian 
poet, novelist, literary critic, 
essayist, and environmental 
activist. She is a winner of the 
Arthur C. Clarke Award and 
Prince of Asturias Award for 
Literature, has been shortlisted 
for the Booker Prize five times, 
winning once, and has been a 
finalist for the Governor General's 
Award several times, winning 
twice. In 2001 she was inducted 
into Canada's Walk of Fame. Margaret Atwood 



Melodie Campbell 
Hook , Line and Sinker  
YMM/ NorthWord  
 
Sheôs a gal in a bar looking to 
hook up with a guy.  It will be 
last call for one of them... 
Revenge is the dish in this taut 
tale that won the 
YYM/ NorthWord  national short 
story contest. 



Billed as Canadaôs ñQueen of 
Comedy" by the Toronto Sun, 
Melodie Campbell achieved a 
personal best when Library Digest 
compared her to Janet Evanovich. 
Winner of nine awards, including 
the 2014 Derringer and Arthur 
Ellis Award for best novella.  
Melodie has over 100 comedy 
credits, 40 short stories, and seven 
novels.   

Melodie Campbell 



Peter Clement 
Therapy  
Belgrave House 
 
In this edgy tale of dark courage, 
murder and redemption told 
from a most unique perspective, 
the damage is deep and the 
crime unpardonable.  



Writing from a frame of reference 
of 20 years in the ER, Peter 
Clement has written eight books 
that bring readers inside the world 
of emergency medicine. With fast-
paced action and true-to-life 
dialogue Clement gives a riveting 
view of science and medical 
practice in novels of stunning 
suspense. 

Peter Clement 



Madona Skaff 
First Impressions  
The Whole She-Bang 2 
Sisters in Crime  
 
Carol Nilstrom  resigns her job at a 
gold processing plant before her 
pilfering habits are discovered. 
Hoping for a fresh start she moves 
to a remote northern BC mine site. 
Unfortunately her new 
supervisorôs constant criticisms 
fuel her insecurities and she 
frequently leaps to conclusions ï 
one too many times. 



Madona Skaff-Koren was a 
research technologist and now 
writes full time. Sheôs published 
several science-fiction and 
mystery short stories.  

Madona Skaff 



Kevin P. Thornton  
Writers Block  
World Enough and Crime 
Carrick Publishing  
 
The fiendishly clever tale that asks 
the question all writers struggle 
with. In the cutthroat, dog eat dog 
world of crime fiction, how soon is 
too soon to introduce the killer 
beagle? 



Kevin Thornton is a writer for 
Keyano College and Chair of his 
local Arts Council Funding 
Committee. He has been a soldier, 
a contractor for the Canadian 
Military in Kabul, a newspaper 
and magazine columnist,  a 
Director of the Crime Writers of 
Canada and a board member of 
NorthWord  Literary Magazine and 
the Fort McMurray Public Library.  Kevin P. Thornton  



Best Crime Novella 
Category 


